Highland Environment Forum  newsletter   12 May 2022
Dear Highland Environment Forum members,

It's exciting to see a new naturalist club set up - Nairnshire Naturalists' Club  - organised by Nature 4 Health - who will first meet this coming Sunday at Cawdor woods. For details contact stephen@n4h.co.uk        07917 676786
And there's more to look forward to with Assynt Field Club, who have their summer programme out - also attached

Thank you to everyone who has let me know their thoughts on subjects that interest you for future Forum events. I'll keep the survey open for another week. You can let me know directly - or you can fill in the short online survey (anonymous) at https://bl6ozjli4i8.typeform.com/to/TCYFqxSP 
Consultations
· Flow Country World Heritage bid, Drop in Sessions throughout May and Online Portal
· Salmon and Trout Conservations - Smartrivers: Flow Country Rivers Trust
Report
· Stop, Sort, Burn, Bury - Independent Review of the Role of Incineration in the Waste Hierarchy in Scotland
Blogs
· Marine plastics: LOST and new possibilities 

· Taking Action for Twinflower
News
· Plantwatch: Dunes – the battle to save the UK’s sandscapes Inspiration for caring for our Highland dunescapes

· Why the discovery of rare skate eggs has conservationists all in a flap
· Scotland's first restored seagrass sprouting in Loch Craignish
· Next steps to improve regulation of aquaculture
· Highland councillors give green light to Strath Tirry and Sallachy wind farms, but move made to call in Sallachy and John Muir Trust reflects on news of Sallachy wind farm approval

· Flow Country Partnership to hold 16-day consultation tour of Caithness & Sutherland 
Research
· Hotspots in the grid: Avian sensitivity and vulnerability to collision risk from energy infrastructure interactions in Europe and North Africa
· Seeing more species at the coast improves wellbeing: Yet another benefit of biodiversity (a study of sea walls)

Funding
· NatureScot: £500,000 initially available to enhance Scotland’s coasts and seas
· Highland Green Health Small Grant Fund up to £1500. Opens 16 May

Survey
· Public Participation at the Scottish Parliament Closes 30th June

Volunteers
· Cairngorms Rare Plants and Wild Connections - Surveying Species Rich Grasslands
· Very active travel  - and a slightly different mention than usual . . . If you aren't masochistic enough to want to undertake the Loch Ness challenge but would like to volunteer to help, then forum member Bryony Beck at VisitScotland would like to hear from you.
Jobs
· John Muir Trust, Land Manager North Region. Closing date 13th May 

· John Muir Trust, Seasonal Rangers at Nevis and East Schiehallion. Closing date 13th May 

· Cairngorms National Park. Heritage Horizons, Communications and engagement. 12-month contract  and Access and Infrastructure technician. 18-month contract. Closing date 16 May. Apply here. 

· Sustrans, Content Officer Scotland. Closing date 18 May 

· RSPB Abernethy, 2 Mountain Rangers. Contract to end Sept. Closing date 20 May 

· Climate Network Coordinator for Skye, Raasay and Lochalsh. Closing date  23 May.  

· Green Hive, Nairn, Volunteer and Events Assistant. Need to be unemployed or completing work experience. Closing date 27 May 

· NatureScot: new board members. Closing date 30 May. 

· Forestry & Land Scotland, Peatland Restoration Forester for Lochaber and Mull. Closing date 10 June

Events
· May is national walking month. 

· Unexpected Gardens, Caithness is touring from 28 May to 11 Sept 

May
· Sunday May 15 –  Sunday June 12 LOST. An immersive Climate Action Exhibition,  Eden Court, Memorial Chapel 

· 7 - 15 May Geoweek. Find events 

· 11-21 May Transition Together Summit: series of online events 

· 12th May,  Vegetables for All Seasons part of a series of workshops run by Black Isle Brewery Gardener, Alex Davies 

· 12 May, 18:00- 19:30 Inverness Bat Group. Presentation on the ‘National Nathusius' Pipistrelle Project’ by Claudia Gebhardt (the new Scottish Officer for the Bat Conservation Trust) and AGM @ Spectrum Centre Inverness 

· 12 - 15 May: Cairngorms Nature Big Weekend 

· 13 May @ 10.00 - 12.00 Caithness Green Health Seminar 

· 14-22 of May Green Health Week: Give Nature a go!. Find events Badencoh and Strathspey poster attached 

· 16 - 20 May Nature Friendly Farming Week 

· 21 May @10.00 - 13.00 : Pest and disease control' - protecting your plants/ crops. @ Highland Liliums, Kiltarlity. Led by professional gardener, Sue Mullins. To find out more and book a place email grownorth@transitionblackisle.org 

· 24 May @ 14.00 - 16.00 SCCAN training workshop: Improving Equality, Diversity & Inclusion 

· 25 May @ 12.30 - 13.30: Sustainability Conversation - SSE Head of Sustainability Reporting, Centre for Sustainable Development 

· 27 May @ 19.00 Biological Recording in Scotland: Online Spring Conference 

· 30 May @ 14.00 - 15.30 SCCAN Sociocracy Taster Webinar by Sociocracy for All

28 May - 5 June Orca Watch. Based at John O'Groats, but with watches around the coast of Caithness, North Sutherland, Orkney and Shetland. You can watch a daily round up online
June
· 3 - 5 June BTO/SOC birdcamp near Haddington, East Lothian for 10 - 16 years old

· 5th June RECYCLE @16.00 - 18.00 in Eden Court. Artist Julia Barton, Andy MacVicar from GreenHive, Nairn, and Julien Moreau from Plastic@Bay, Durness.  Book for this event.  

· 6 and 20 June @ 14.00 - 17.00 SCCAN, Introducing Sociocracy

 HYPERLINK "https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/introducing-sociocracy-sociocracy-for-all-2-5pm-6th-20th-june-online-tickets-310450053467"  (aka Dynamic Governance) 

· 7 June @ 17.30 - 18.30 SCCAN Storyteller Collective: Writers Skillshare Monthly conversations about climate and environmentally-themed stories, write-in sessions, and more! 

· 8th June MAKE @ Cromarty (beach near the cinema)  @16.00 - 18.00. Artist Julia Barton will lead a hands-on workshop encouraging people to experiment making bio-plastics from seaweed. 

· 13 June @ 15.30 - 17.00 SCCAN networking cafe: Let’s Talk About Transport!  

· 25 June - 3 July Highland Climate Festival 

· 26 June - World Sand Dune Day - and events from Dynamic Dunescapes
E-newsletter content, in a larger font, is also hosted on the website news and events pages.

With regards,
Caroline

Caroline Vawdrey
(1.5 days per week)

T. 01381 600243

The Forum is funded by Highland Council, NatureScot and Scottish Forestry
and was established to provide an arena for discussion, networking and action on environmental subjects. 

To do this we:
· Foster and coordinate activity on environmental matters

· Take forward relevant actions identified in the Highland Outcome Improvement Plan and be a valuable source of practical advice

· Identify, and respond to, emerging environmental agendas

· Provide a link between local groups and national strategies, action plans and reporting

· Raise awareness and promote good practice on environmental issues
We hold two full Forum meetings a year,  and facilitate field meetings and discussion groups.
www.highlandenvironmentforum.info
www.facebook.com/highlandenvironmentforum
twitter.com/HiEnvironment
www.instagram.com/highlandenvironmentforum
